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Amendments to the Claims 

The Hsting of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1-20. (Canceled) 

2L (Previously presented) A method of configuring a plurality of computer entities into 
a plurality groups, each of said computer entities having security mode settings and mcluding: 
at least one data processor; 
at least one data storage device; 

a network connection for communicating with the other computer entities in the same 
group as said at least one data processor: 

one of said computer entities being a master computer entity of a particular group; 

at least one of the other of said computer entities being a slave computer entity candidate 
of the particular group; 

at least one data processor and at least one data storage device of said master computer 
entity being arranged to provide the functionality of said master computer entity to one or more 
slave computer entities of the particular group; 

said method comprising performing the following steps for each of the groups: 

attempting to set the slave computer entity candidate of the particular group to have an 
equivalent functionality to a user as said master computer entity of the particular group; 

checking whether said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group has the 
same security mode setting as the master computer entity of the particular group; and 

if said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group does not have the same 
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security mode setting as the master computer entity of the particxilar group, then preventing said 
slave computer entity candidate of the particular group from being a member of the particular 
gi'oup. 

22. (Previously presented) The method of claim 21 wherein the checking step is 
performed before said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group joins the particular 
group so said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group is excluded from the 
particular group without ever joining the particular group. 

23. (Previously presented) A method of configuring a plurality of computer entities into 
a plurality groiq^s, each of said computer entities having at least one domain and comprising: 

at least one data processor; 

at least one data storage device; 

a network connection for communicating with the other computer entities in the same 
group as said at least one data processor; 

one of said computer entities being a master computer entity of a particular group; 

at least one of the other of said computer entities being a slave computer entity candidate 
of the particular group; 

at least one data processor and at least one data storage device of said master computer 
entity being arranged to provide the fimctionality of said master computer entity to one or more 
slave computer entities of the particular group; 

said method comprising performing the folio vring steps for each of the groups: 
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attempting to set the slave computer entity candidate of the particular group to have an 
equivalent functionality to a user as said master computer entity of the particular group; 

checking whether said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group has the 
same domain as the master computer entity of the particular group; and 

if said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group does not have the same 
domain as the master computer entity of the particular group, preventing said slave computer 
entity caadidate of the particxilar group from being a member of the particular group, 

24. (Previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the checking step is 
performed before said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group joins the particular 
group so said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group is excluded from the 
particular group without ever joining the particular group. 

25. (Previously presented) A method of configuring a plurality of computer entities into 
a plurality groups, each of said computer entities comprising: 

at least one data processor; 

at least one data storage device; and 

a network connection for communicating with the other computer entities in the same 
group as said at least one data processor; 

one of said computer entities being a master computer entity of a particular group; the at 
least one data processor and at least one data storage device of said master computer entity being 
arranged to provide the flmctionality of said master computer entity to one or more slave 
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computer entities of the particular group; 

at least one of the other of said computer entities being a slave computer entity candidate 
of the particular group; 

said method comprising: 

attempting to set the slave computer entity candidate of the particular group to have an 
equivalent functionality to a user as said master computer entity of the particular group; 

determining whether said master computer entity of the particular group has a DHCP 
configuration; 

in response to said master computer entity of the particular group being determined as 
having a DHCP configuration, determining if the master computer entity of the particular group 
can use UDP broadcast based IP provisioning to coimect the slave computer entity candidate of 
the particular group by name; 

in response to the master computer entity of the particular group being detei-mined to be 
able to use UDP broadcast based IP provisioning to connect the slave computer entity candidate 
of the particular group by name, causing the master computer entity of the particular group to 
detennine if the slave computer entity candidate of the particular group can use UDP broadcast 
based IP provisioning to connect to the particular group by name; 

determining if said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group has the DHCP 
configuration; 

in response to said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group being 
determined not to have the DHCP configuration, preventing said slave computer entity candidate 
of the particular group from being a member of the particular group. 
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26. {Previously presented) The method of claim 25 wherein each of the steps thereof is 
performed before said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group joins the particular 
group so said slave computer entity candidate of the particular group is excluded from the 
particular group without ever joining the particular group. 

27. (Previously presented) In combination, a first headless computer entity capable of 
being a master computer entity for a group of headless computer entities; 

at least one additional second headless computer entity coupled with said first computer 

entity; 

each of said computer entities comprising; 

at least one data processor; 

at least one data storage device; 

a network connection for commimicating with the other computer entities in the same 
group as said at least one data processor; the at least one data processor and at least one data 
storage device of said first computer entity being arranged to provide the functionality of said 
first computer entity to one or more of the second computer entities via a network cormection, 
one of the second computer entities being a slave computer entity candidate of the group; the at 
least one data processor and at least one data storage device of said first computer entity being 
arranged to apply at least one configuration setting to the at least one data storage device of the 
slave computer entity candidate of the group so said slave computer entity candidate of the group 
can be set to have an equivalent fimctionality to a user as said fu^t computer entity; each of said 

6 



PACE 6/10 • RCVD AT 30^005 10:42:54 AM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTCVEFXRF-1W • DNIS:8729308 - OS©: - DURATION <mm-ss): 04-28 



03/02/2005 



WED 1 0 : 4 5w 



FAX 



_El.oo7/piq 



computer entities having operating characteristics; the at least one data processor of the first 
computer entity being arranged for (a) checking, via the netv^ork, v^hether said slave computer 
entity candidate of the particular group has at least one of the same operating characteristics as 
the first computer entity, and (b) preventing said slave computer entity candidate firom being a 
member of the group if said slave computer entity candidate does not have the same operating 
characteristics as a predetennined one of the operating characteristics of the first computer entity, 

28. {Previously presented} The combination of claim 27 wherein the predetermined one 
of the operating characteristics of the first computer entity is security. 

29. {Previously presented) The combmation of claim 27 wherein the predetennined one 
of the operating characteristics of the first computer entity is domain. 

30. {Previously presented) The combination of claim 27 wherein the predetermined one 
of the operating characteristics of the first computer entity is configuration. 

31. {Previously presented) The combination of claim 30 wherein the configuration is 

DHCP. 

32. {Previously presented) The combination of claim 30 wherein the predetermined one 
of the operating characteristics is UPD broadcast based IP provisioning to connect to the group 
by name, followed by a determination that the slave computer entity candidate can be configured 

7 



PACE 7/10 • RCVD AT 3««005 10:42:54 AM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1« • DN1S:8729308 ■ CSID: ■ DURATION (mm-ss): 04-28 



03/02/2005 WED 10:45. FAX ^ EjOOS/QlQ 

for DHCP. 

33. {Previously presented) The combination of claim 27 wherein the predetermined one 
of the operating conditions is UPD broadcast based IP provisioning to connect to the group by 
name. 

34. -44. {Canceled) 

45. {Previously presented) The method of claim 21 wherein the attempt to set step is 
performed by causing the at least one data processor and at least one data storage device of said 
master computer entity to apply at least one configuration setting to the at least one data storage 

\ 

I device of the slave computer entity candidate of the particular group so said slave computer 

entity candidate of the particular group is set to have an equivalent functionality to a user as said 
master computer entity of the particular group, 

46. {Previously presented) The method of claim 23 wherein the attempt to set step is 
performed by causing at least one data processor and at least one data storage device of said 
master computer entity to apply at least one configuration setting to the at least one data storage 
device of the slave computer entity candidate of the particular group. 

47. {Previously presented) The method of claim 25 wherein the attempt to set step is 
performed by causing at least one data processor and at least one data storage device of said 
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master computer entity to apply at least one configuration setting to the at least one data storage 
device of the slave computer entity candidate of the particular group 
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